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The Levant Sana’a Town: A Historical Study of Hadith
Dr. Khaled Abdullah Mohammed Essalami
An Assistant Professor of Hadith Studies at Faculty of Education-Abs, Hajjah University

Abstract

The present study deals with a ruined town named Damascus (Levant) Sana’a that
is located nearby Damascus. Usually mistaken for Sana’a (the capital city of
Yemen), this town has become well-known as one of the Hadith centers across the
Levant since a number of the Hadith narrators belong to it.

The study reviewed the historical phases of Levant Sana’a up to its current status
as one of Damascus neighborhoods. It also accounted for its exact location and the
changes that it underwent throughout history. The different views about its origin
were included too. Some referred its beginning to the pre-Islam era while others to
the period following the conquest of the Levant by Yemeni people who put up
there and named it after their urban.

Besides, the paper listed the Hadith narrators’ views as for which Sana’a was
meant in the following hadiths: “By Allah, Allah will bring this matter to its
consummation until a rider will travel from Sana'a' to Hadramout fearing none
except Allah, and except the wolf for his sheep” and the Hadith likening the area
of the Cistern to “the distance between Sana’a and Al-Madinah.” Is it Sana’a of
the Levant or the Yemeni Sana’a that the Hadiths refer to?

According to the historical resources testifying to its ruins as well as the death of
the last Hadith narrator from the Levant Sana’a, the study could specify the
approximate beginning of the town’s deterioration based on the chain of narrators
where it was mentioned as a place of meeting with and listening to scholars.
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